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WHY ATLANTA IS NOW 
SUPERHERO CENTRAL 


ONLINE SALES TAXES 
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EVEN IN VICTORY, FALCONS 
ALWAYS BRING THE DRAMA 
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HOW YOUNG ENTREPRENEURS 
ARE SHAKING THINGS UP 


Georgia sets sights on online taxes 


Proposal targets third-party merchants that sell 
through Amazon; states say millions at stake. 


By Arielle Kass 
akass@ajc.com 


Amazon began collecting sales 
taxon items it sells in Georgia four 
years ago after a push from state 
lawmakers. Now, state leaders in 
Georgia and throughout the coun- 


try are setting their sights on the 
mega-retailer again — this time, to 
collect taxes from the third-party 
merchants that sell through its site. 

The extra tax dollars would 
be a boon to state governments, 
but would end up costing online 
shoppers more. 


The third-party retailers, called 
marketplace sellers, use Amazon 
to sell, hold and ship their prod- 
ucts. But Amazon doesn’t collect 
sales tax on behalf of those com- 
panies, and many of them don’t 
collect taxes themselves. 

Arguing they are losing millions 
of dollars in tax revenue, states 
are starting to take action — even 
as some of them are also trying to 
lure Amazon’s second headquar- 


ters, HQ2, with tax incentives and 
other inducements. 
Washington will start receiv- 
ing more sales tax money in Janu- 
ary after passing a law earlier this 
year requiring Amazon to collect 
those taxes itself on the sellers’ 
behalf. Massachusetts success- 
fully sued for access to a list of sell- 
ers that have items warehoused 
in the state. And South Carolina 
sued Amazon this summer, say- 


ing the company was required 
to collect taxes for marketplace 
sellers and owed more than $12 
million in taxes for just the first 
three months of 2016. 

James Thomson — the former 
business head of Amazon Ser- 
vices, which recruits marketplace 
sellers — said Georgia “almost 
certainly” already has the legal 
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SEXUAL HARASSMENT 
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Lisa Anderson, 40, of Decatur said she was sexually assaulted on campus in California. She left the 


university where she was working toward a Ph.D, saying, “I couldn’t be on campus with my rapist.” A 
lawsuit, a car wreck and law degree later, Anderson started Atlanta Women for Equality in 2012. A year 
later, the organization became an official 501(c)(3) nonprofit. CASEY SYKES / CASEY.SYKES@AJC.COM 


Sex scandals are prompting 
a new response: Consequences 


Men are being held 
accountable in public 
and humiliating ways. 


By Craig Schneider 
cschneider@ajc.com 


The avalanche of sexual harass- 
ment stories are not just creating 
headlines. It’s causing change. 

One after another, powerful 
men — Hollywood producers, 


high-profile reporters, elected 
officials — are toppling in this 
uproar of national shaming. 

Previously untouchable men are 
being held accountable in very 
public and humiliating ways. And 
that’s encouraging more women 
to step forward, said Casie Yoder, 
spokeswoman for the national 
advocacy group 9to5. 

“For the first time, there have 
been some real consequences,” 
Yoder said. 


One question stands out as 
we wrap our heads around this 
moment: Why now? 

Several factors contribute to 
this cultural flashpoint, advo- 
cates say. A rash of high-profile 
horror stories has coupled with 
the rise of social media advo- 
cacy. Women are making it clear 
that they won’t put up with such 
misconduct — the hypermascu- 


Harassment continued on A8 


AIRLINES 


Senate’s tax bill 
would hit Delta’s 
Mideast rivals 


Atlanta carrier says 
Persian Gulf nations 
subsidizing airlines. 


By Tamar Hallerman 
tamar.hallerman@ajc.com 


For the past two years, Delta 
Air Lines has spearheaded a cam- 
paign to get Washington policy- 
makers to punish some ofits fierc- 
est fast-growing competitors from 
the Persian Gulf. 

The Atlanta-based carrier’s push 
has been largely fruitless so far — 
but that may soon change if a pro- 
vision tucked into the U.S. Senate 
tax bill becomes law. 

U.S. Sen. Johnny Isakson, R-Ga., 
added language to his party’s tax 
overhaul plan earlier this month 
that would crack down on income 
tax exemptions provided to some 
of Delta’s international competi- 
tors. The provision is seen as spe- 
cifically targeting a trio of airlines 
based in Qatar and the United 
Arab Emirates: Etihad, Emirates 
and Qatar Airways. 

Delta and its two biggest U.S. 


competitors, United and Ameri- 
can Airlines, have been pressur- 
ing the federal government to 
intervene against the three for- 
eign carriers for several years. 
The push has ignited an increas- 
ingly spiteful trans-Atlantic battle 
that’s reverberated from Doha to 
the runways at Hartsfield-Jackson 
International Airport. 

The U.S. carriers say their Per- 
sian Gulf counterparts are unfairly 
subsidized by their oil-rich gov- 
ernments, violating the spirit of 
international aviation trade pacts 
that essentially function as free 
trade agreements. They and their 
allies from Georgia and elsewhere 
in Congress allege that subsidies 
totaling more than $40 billion are 
keeping ticket prices artificially 
low and giving the three foreign 
carriers an unfair advantage over 
private American companies, 
particularly in the fast-growing 
Asian, European and Middle East- 
ern markets. 

“Foreign airlines should not 
receive preferential tax treatment 
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SEX ALLEGATIONS 


Mich. lawmaker 
leaves key post 


Democrat Rep. John Conyers is 
leaving the Judiciary panel amid 
harassment allegations. A4 


A z ELECTIONS 


Paper ballots pass state’s Election Day test 


A 
Jeb Cameron with Election Systems & Software demonstrates the 


paper ballot voting machines, which got a satisfactory review from 
97 percent of voters who used them on Election Day, a Rockdale 
County elections official said. CONTRIBUTED BY STEVE SCHAEFER 


Critics call the machine 
being considered a 
‘very expensive pencil. 


By Mark Niesse 
mark.niesse@ajc.com 


The results are in from this 
month’s test run of a voting sys- 
tem that could bring paper bal- 
lots back to Georgia: It was easy 
to use and fast, but it would come 
with a high cost to taxpayers. 

The trial of the touch screen- 
plus-paper ballot voting system 
“came off without a hitch” when 
it was tried during the Nov. 7 elec- 
tion for Conyers’ mayor and City 
Council, Georgia Elections Direc- 


LIVING, D1 


ALSO INSIDE 
» Your guide to early voting, 
which starts today, B1 


tor Chris Harvey said. 

Though this voting system 
would be an improvement over 
Georgia’s 15-year-old paperless 
machines, an election transpar- 
ency group called Verified Voting 
says the state should stop using 
touch screens and return to the 
simple efficiency of filling out 
ballots with pens or pencils, like 
about 70 percent of the nation. 

Georgia’s elected officials are 
considering replacing the state’s 
electronic voting system with one 
that leaves a paper trail, a proj- 
ect that could cost well over $100 


METRO, B1 


million to buy new machines for 
the state’s 5.4 million registered 
voters. 

“The preliminary indication 
we’ve gotten from voters is that 
they’ve liked it,” Harvey said of the 
voting system tested in Conyers. 
“It’s very similar to what they’re 
already using. It does produce a 
paper form, but voters in Geor- 
gia are used to interacting with 
a touch screen.” 

During the trial run, voters 
picked their candidates on touch- 
screen machines, which then 
printed out a filled-in paper bal- 
lot that reflected their choices. 
Then voters could review their 
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5 reasons why Bulldogs 
candefeat Auburn 


Three weeks after Auburn beat 
UGA 40-17, the Bulldogs have 
ample reason for optimism in the 
SEC championship game. 


Combined effort seeks 
donations for charities 


Georgia Gives and Giving Tuesday 
have joined to help 3,000 
nonprofits. Georgia Gives Day has 
raised $15 million since 201 2. 


Ga.’s Rhodes scholars 
making adifference 


Ablack woman at Emory and 
awhite transgender male at 
Georgia Tech share passionate 
views about social justice. 
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